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Region
	
Institution
	
Bed 
Capacity
	
Operational Capacity
	
Beds 
Offline


	

Central
	Hamilton-Wentworth Detention Centre
	580
	466
	-114

	
	Niagara Detention Centre
	272
	240
	-32

	
	Vanier Centre for Women
	329
	273
	-56

	
	Maplehurst Correctional Complex
	1,096
	944
	-152

	
	Ontario Correctional Institute 
	130
	118
	-12

	
	Central Sub-total
	2,407
	2,041
	-366

	

Eastern
	Brockville Jail
	54
	48
	-6

	
	Central East Corretional Centre
	1,254
	1,016
	-238

	
	Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre
	623
	484
	-139

	
	Quinte Detention Centre
	248
	226
	-22

	
	St. Lawrence Valley Correctional and Treatment Centre
	108
	100
	-8

	
	Eastern Sub-total
	2,287
	1,874
	-413

	

Northern
	Algoma Treatment and Remand Centre
	141
	133
	-8

	
	Fort Frances Jail
	23
	22
	-1

	
	Kenora Jail
	224
	196
	-28

	
	Monteith Correctional Complex
	222
	222
	0

	
	North Bay Jail
	111
	104
	-7

	
	Sudbury Jail
	177
	149
	-28

	
	Thunder Bay Correctional Centre
	186
	178
	-8

	
	Thunder Bay Jail
	145
	130
	-15

	
	Northern Sub-total
	1,229
	1,134
	-95

	
Toronto
	Toronto East Detention Centre
	437
	359
	-78

	
	Toronto South Detention Centre *
	1,205
	1,294
	+89

	
	Toronto Sub-total
	1,642
	1,653
	+11

	

Western
	Central North Correctional Centre
	1,228
	1,060
	-168

	
	Elgin-Middlesex Detention Centre
	448
	342
	-106

	
	Sarnia Jail
	96
	92
	-4

	
	Stratford Jail
	54
	50
	-4

	
	South West Detention Centre
	316
	262
	-54

	
	Western Sub-total
	2,142
	1,806
	-336

	
	TOTAL
	9,707
	8,508
	-1,199


 
1 Data Source: Ministry of the Solicitor General (March 2025) Transition Binder: Correctional Services. Obtained through Freedom of Information request GRSG-2025-01059 by Mackenzie Plumb (PhD Candidate, Department of Criminology, University of Ottawa) available via the Coalition Against Proposed Prisons.
2 The Ministry of the Solictor General defines “bed capacity” as the total number of beds at their institutions (p. 10 / slide 12). 
3 The Ministry of the Solicitor General defines “operational capacity” as “open beds” available to imprison people at their institutions (p. 10 / slide 12).
4 The Ministry of the Solicitor General notes that “[o]pen bed counts do not match operational bed count[s] as the program maintains an occupancy ratio that allows for inmate movement due to security concerns and closure of areas for maintenance” (p. 10 / slide 12). As of March 2025, there were at least 1,199 such beds offline (it is likely more because the figures for the Toronto South Detention Centre, which has less bed capacity [see p. 10 / slide 12] than operational capacity [see p. 9 / slide 11] noted in the transition binder, appears to be incorrect). The number of beds offline as of March 2025 amounts to more capacity than a “mega” facility of “1000+ beds” (see p. 8 / slide 10).
* The figures above and persisting crowding in Ontario’s provincial jails raise several questions. What is the “bed capacity” and “operational capacity” at present? How many jail beds are currently offline and how many of these are associated with population management measures, maintenance closures or staff shortages associated with an inability to recruit and retain personnel? If the Ministry of the Solicitor General cannot staff or keep open the jail beds they have now, why should anyone believe the province can staff and keep open up to 5,670 jail beds they want to build by 2050? Given these facts and that it takes the Ministry of the Solicitor General a long time to build new jail infrastructure (e.g. the Thunder Bay Correctional Complex was announced by a previous Liberal government in May 2017 and almost nine years later it still is not open), less costly, more effective, and more efficient approaches to enhancing community safety, while reducing the provincial jail population and saving taxpayers money (e.g. permanent and supportive housing that costs $275,000 per unit to build and $131.50 per day or $48,000 per year to operate one such unit in downtown Toronto versus a mimimum of $1.2 million per jail bed to build and an average $357 per day or $130,305 per year to operate one such bed) ought to be pursued.
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